RP.r  ORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bingley  Urban  District  Council. 


(jcnllenien, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting'  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  my  Department  for  the  year  1945  I should  like  to 
express  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department,  and  voluntary  helpers  at  the 
Clinics  for  their  assistance  during  the  past  year.  I wish  also' 
to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee for  their  support  during  the  past  year. 

During'  1945  a new  private  Maternit}^  Home  opened  in 
I'ingley.  The  additional  maternity  beds  are  helping  to 
provide  accommodation  for  Bingley  maternity  cases  wishing 
such  facilities.  In  spite  of  this,  I am  still  dissatisfied  with 
ihe  existing  position. 

The  Shi])ley  & Bingley  Joint  Maternity  Home  is  a joint 
venture  by  Shipley  and  Bingley.  It  is  controlled  by  a joint 
board.  The  representation  on  the  board  gives  Shipley  a 
continuing  control  of  the  policy  of  the  home.  There  are  five 
Shi])ley  re])resentatives  on  the  joint  board  as  compared  with 
four  Bingley  representatives.  Thus  policy  can  at  any  time 
be  settled  ])v  Shijdey  alone.  In  addition,  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent is  the  Shipley  M'.O'.H.,  while  there  is  no  Bingley 
medical  rejiresentation  at  the  meetings. 

As  the  official  rcs])onsible  to  Bingley  Council  for  mat- 
ernity arrangements,  I have  been  without  information 
regarding  the  ])olicy  of  the  johit  Board  of  the  Maternity 
Home.  Thus  I have  had  to  be  rcs])onsil)le  for  a service,  part 
of  which  has  lieen  completely  outside  my  authority  or  even 
intluence.  The  i>osition  is  grossly  unsatisfactory. 


When  the  National  Health  Service  Bill  becomes  an  Act, 
Bingley  Council  will  cease  to  administer  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  services  in  Bingley,  and  the  County  Council 
will  be  responsible  for  these  services.  The  question  is 
^vhether  this  can  in  any  way  effect  an  improvement.  The 
area  to  be  administered  will  be  so  vast  that  any  centralisation 
(T  control  will  make  the  services  rigid  by  rules  and  regu- 
lations. In  regard  to  maternity  work,  this  would  be  a very 
dangerous  development.  I hope  the  County  will  see  lit  to 
delegate  sufficient  authority  locally  to  ])crmit  of  elasticity. 
In  sucli  delegation,  in  my  view,  the  clinical  aspect  of  the 
service  should  take  precedence  over  tl’.e  administrative  side. 
Ivcccnt  developments  liave  caused  me  to  liave  serious  doubts 
rega.rding  the  intentions  of  the  County.  It  is  clear  that  the 
County  are  drawing  uj)  plans  on  the  assumption  that  the 
National  Health  Service  Bill  will  become  an  Act  largely  in 
its  present  form.  It  seems,  also,  that  the  lesser  authorities 
are  willing  to  give  up  their  responsibilities  without  a protest. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  J.  M.  FINDLATER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
O'F  THE  AREA. 


1 V)l)uhiti()ii  (estimated)  ...i  ...i  ...  ...i  20„100 

Area  (in  acres)  ...>  ...,  ...,  ...,  11,379 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...i  ...i  Est.  7,086 

Rateable  Value  Est.  £142,513 

Sum  rei)resented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  £549 

IfXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births,  Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...,  ...i  ...  249  131  118 

Illegitimate  ...,  28  14  14 

r.irth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  populat’n,  13.78 

Stillbirths  ....  ...  ....  7 6 1 

Still])irth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,.  24.64 

Deaths  ....  ...  292  142  150 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  populat’n,  14.53 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,,000  total 

(live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  1 3.52 

Other  puerperal  causes  1 3.52 


Total  , ....  2 7.04 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  yea)*  of  age : — 

All  infants  ])er  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  54.15 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  52.21 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
a births  ...  ...,  ...,  ...  ...  ...  71.43 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ...  ...  50 

Ty])hoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...,  ...  0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever ....  ...,  0 

Scarlet  h'ever  ....  ...  ...,  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

\Vh(X)])ing  Cough  ...i  ...  ...,  ...,  ...  ...  0 

Di])htheria,  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...,  ...  ...  4 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  , 2 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Influenza 

• . . • 

. . . 

6 

Measles 

0 

iMicephalitis  ...  ...  

0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

...  50 

Dial^ctcs 

5 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

...  38 

Heart  Disease  ...>  

...  87 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

> . ... 

4 

Dronchitis 

...1 

...  n 

Ihieumonia  (all  forms) 

...  11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...i  ...i 

4 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

3 

Appendicitis 

0 

Other  digestive  diseases 

7 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

...  11 

Congenital  malformations,  Birth  Injuries,  etc.  ... 

3 

Puer]:»cral  Sepsis 

1 

Other  maternal  causes 

1 

Premature  Birth 

» • • • • 

• • • 

4 

Suicide  

> • • • • 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

. . 

1 

Other  Violence 

9 

All  otlier  causes 

... 

...  24 

292 

DEATHS  OP  CHILDREN  FROM 

BIRTH 

UP  TO 

1 YEAR. 

Age. 

Under  1 week 

. . 

6 

1 to  2 weeks  ... 

. . 

2 

2 lo  3 weeks  ... 

0 

' to  -i  ^vecks  ... 

0 

d'otal 

under  1 

month 

8 

1 to  2 months 

• - . ... 

• . . 

2 

2 to  3 months 

, . . . . . 

.... 

1 

3 to  4 months 

, . . . . . 

. . . 

2 

4 lo  5 months 

... 

0 

5 

to 

6 

months 

6 

to 

7 

months 

7 

to 

8 

months 

8 

to 

9 

months 

9 

to 

10 

months 

10 

to 

11 

months 

11 

t(^ 

12 

months 

Total  under  1 year 


1 

(J 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 


MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE, 

Tlie  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by 
the  Health  Visitors  in  their  respective  districts. 


Biugley 

and 

Disir  ct 

WiLdtir 

and 

llardoiii 

CuihnL'- 

worth 

i 

1 

Total 

tirsjt  vijiits  to  infants  under 

1 year  old  .. 

1 

187  ! 

36 

1 

19  ' 

24 ‘2 

All  visits  to  infants  under 

1 year  old  .. 

916 

161 

80 

1 1157 

Visits  to  children  aged  1 to 

5 years 

1160 

540 

164 

1870 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 

1 35 

— ; 

80 

65 

GEXERAL  PROMSION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 


!.  fa)  l.AllORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Examination  of  pathological  and  l)acteriological  speci- 
mens is  undertaken  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  In 
cases  of  great  emergency  Diphtheria  swabs  are  bacterio- 
logically  examined  at  the  Rradford  Royal  Infirmary. 
Arrangements  for  trans]-)ort  and  i)aymcnt  arc  made  by  tliis 
Authority.  Chemical  analysis  of  water  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Analyst. 
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(h)  AMBULANCE 
FACILITIES. 


(c)  HOSPITALS. 
General  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1944. 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

The  same  as  in  1944. 
Fever  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1944. 
Smallpox  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1944. 
Maternity  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1944. 
Children's  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1944. 


Infections  Cases. 

The  same  as  in  1944. 
Non-Infectious  Cases. 

The  same  as  in  1944. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE 


HOME. 

The  same  as  in  1944. 


(d)  TREATMENT 
CENTRES  AND 
CLINICS. 


The  same  as  in  1944. 


2.  CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  number  of  foster  children  upon  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  3.  Copies  of  the  requirements  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  relation  to  Child  Life  Protect- 
ion are  posted  in  public  buildings. 

MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area  is  6. 
Four  of  these  are  in  private  practice. 

During  1945,  301  births  have  been  notified  to  this 
Authority ; of  these  78  took  place  at  the  Shipley  and  Ringley 
Maternity  Home. 

There  is  an  arrangement  whereby  necessitous  patients 
developing  obstetrical  difficulties  can  have  a consultant’^ 
opinion  either  at  home  or  by  appointment  with  the  consult- 
ant. The  fees  are  paid  by  the  Council. 

Arrangements  exist  whereby  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  give  permission  for  abnormal  maternity  cases  to 
be  admitted  to  Bingley  Hospital,,  Bradford  Royal  Infirmary, 
or  other  institution,  the  Council  accepting  responsibility  for 
payment  of  the  cost,  and  recovering  from  the  patients  on  the 
basis  of  their  ability  to  pay  on  the  same  scale  as  admissions 
to  the  Shipley  ^ Bingley  Maternity  Flome. 

A scheme  for  assistance  to  necessitous  expectant  mothers 
towards  the  cost  of  Dental  Treatment  is  in  operation  in  the 
area. 
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If  hospital  treatment  is  required  fur  cases  of  puerperal 
pyrexias,  they  are  admitted  to  Morton  1 Panics  Tsolation 
! f'ospital. 

An  I e -Natal  Clinic. 

The  Clinics  shewed  an  attendance  of  152  patients  in  1945. 
Tost  natal  cases  are  also  encouraged  t.o  attend  for  examin- 
ation. 29  of  these  patients  attended. 

CIRCULAR  2831,  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH. 

The  Health  Visitors  do  not  make  a practice  of  examining; 
tlic  heads  of  all  the  small  children  in  their  own  homes.  This 
is  only  done  where  the  home  conditions  or  the  state  of  th.c 
older  chiklren  from  the  same  house  suggest  that  it  may  he 
necessary.  They  also  include  advice  on  the  care  of  the  hair 
at  their  routine  visits. 

As  the  Health  Visitors  are  also  the  school  nurses  in 
their  respective  areas,  they  see  these  children  and  examine 
them  for  cleanliness  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  admission 
to  nursery  classes.  At  present  a number  of  children  attend 
school  at  the  age  of  three,  and  in  some  cases,  24. 

Advice  is  given  to  the  mother  when  necessary,  and,  if 
ihe  ])arents  are  willing,  treatment  with  Lethanc  Hair  04  is 
given  at  the  School  Clinic. 

In  addition,  verminous  heads  are  treated  at  the  Scal)ics 
Clinic  when  they  occur  in  connection  with  cases  sent  there. 

Scabies  Clinic. 

For  some  years  a Centre  has  been  operated  for  th.c  treat- 
ment of  scabies.  During  1945.,  156  cases  were  treated. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtherid. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who 
have  received  a complete  course  of  immnnisat'^m  against 
Diphtheria  during  the  year. 


Infants 

School 

Children 

Total 

1942 

277 

665 

942 

1Q43 

95 

223 

318 

1944 

79 

11 

90 

1945 

161 

12 

173 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the 


area  during  the  year  1945. 


j 

Disease  | 

d'otal 

Cases 

notified 

Cases  ad- 
milled  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  • 

11 

10  ' 

0 

Diphtheria 

37 

37 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
I’aratyphoid) 

1 

1 - 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

(primary  or  influenzal) 

43 

• 0 

11 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 ■ 1 

, 1 

0 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

0 

: 0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0' 

0 

Dysentery 

3 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

I 7 

0 

i 

Malaria 

1 

1 0 

1 0 

Chickenpox 

0 

1 

1 ^ 

0 

Measles 

^34 

6 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

47 

0 

0 

Undulant  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

- 0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS.  Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
and  of  all  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  ar^  during  1945. 


Age 

Periods 

New  ('ases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

F^ 

Non-  Reep’tory 

Respiratory 

\'on-Rcsp’tory 

Years 

M F 

~M 

M F 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  & upwards 

3 — 

1 2 

3 — 

— 1 

1 - 

1 

— 3 

1 1 

t 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

— 1 

18,  3 11  3 

3 111  1 

REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
and 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  OFFICER, 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bingley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1 be^'  to  siil)mit  a brief  report  on  the  work  of  my 
1 )c]X'irtment  during  1945. 

So  far  as  I was  concerned  the  most  important  happening 
(hiring  the  year  was  the  return  to  duty  of  the  two  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr.  F.  Skirrow  and  Mr.  F.  Marsh,  after 
nearly  six  years  service  with  the  R.y\.M.C.  overseas. 
Although  they  returned  too  late  to  make  any  marked 
difference  to  the  record  of  work  for  last  year,  the 
kiKjwledge  that  they  were  to  be  released  under  the  Class  \\ 
.Scheme  was  encouraging  after  so  many  years  of  staff  short- 
age. We  had  the  services  of  Mr.  F.  Whitham  as  Tem])orary 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  on  a part  time  basis  for  a 
])criod  of  six  months  until  he  left  to  take  u])  an  appointment 
with  Great  Harwood  U.D.C. 

The  salvage  campaign,  public  cleansing,  supervision  (jf 
milk  supply,  housing  maintenance  and  allied  subjects  contin- 
ued to  take  up  most  of  my  time. 

V^ery  satisfactory  jirogress  was  made  towards  securing 
tulicrcle  free  herds  and  a clean  milk  supply.  The  salvage 
return  declined  but  was  still  greatly  above  the  average  for 
urban  districts.  The  total  number  of  sanitary  inspections 
made  was  2,785. 

The  difficulty  in  securing  compliance  with  notices  to 
lOjiair  houses  to  which  I referred  last  year,  continued  owing 
to  the  serious  shortage  of  such  things  as  sinks,  tiles  and 
slates  etc. 

I desire  to  acknowledgei  with  a]:)preciation  the  support 
! received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
C'ommittee,  and  also  to  thank  my  staff  for  their  close 
attention  to  duty  and  loyal  assistance  at  all  times. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  E.  COOKE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspeetor. 
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SANiTAIsLV  Cl RCAA/I STANCES  OE  TJIE  AREA. 

(i)  Wa’cr. 

1 he  water  supply  was  generally  satisfactory  during  the 
year,  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity.  Tliere  was, 
however,  an  occasional  slight  shortage  in  the  llarecrofts 
district  and  this  aspect  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Water 
Committee. 

The  Council’s  Water  Engineer'  informs  me  that  17 
bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  l)ot]i  raw  and 
treated  water  g^oing  into  supply.  Of  tliese  11  were  higlily 
satisfactory,  3 were  satisfactory  and  tlirce  were  doubtfid. 

Five  samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the  writer  for 
chemical  analysis  during  the  year.  Four  of  these  were  from 
])rivate  supplies  and  one  from  Town’s  supply.  All  were 
reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  water  from  a private  village  supply  was 
sulmiitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  The  work  of  laying  on  town’s  water  into 
some  39  houses  was  immediately  put  in  hand  by  the  owners. 

20  samples  of  -water  from  public  supplies  were  submitted 
for  examination  as  to  possible  plumbo-solvent  action.  All 
were  reported  as  being  satisfactory  in  this  respect. 

All  dwellinghouses  have  internal  supplies  of  water  and 
none  obtain  their  water  by  means  of  stand  pipes. 

(ii)  Drmnage  and  Seiuerage. 

The  sewer  was  extended  at  Eong  Eane,  Harden,  so  as 
to  drain  a large  farm  and  adjacent  dwellingh.ouses. 

2.  Rtvefs  and  Si  reams. 

yVetion  to  clieck  pollution  was  taken  as  found  to  be 
necessary, 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  5 waste  water  closets  were  converted 
into  pedestal  closets.  The  scheme  for  the  general  conversion 
of  waste  water  closets  initiated  in  1938  has  been  sus])endOvd 
smcc  September.,  1939.  There  now  remain  394  such  con- 
versions still  to  carry  out.  O'ne  additional  water  closet  was 
constructed  during  the  year.  The  work  of  ashpit  conversion 
was  re-commenced,.  26  of  such  structures  being  converted  to 
dustbin  stores.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 
each  type  of  closet  and  ash  receptacle  remaining  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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NO.  AND  TYPES  OF  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  ETC. 
IN  THE  DISTRICT,  DECEMBER  31st,  1945. 


Division 

Water  Closets 

Trough 

Closets 

Waste  Water 

Closets 

Pail  Closeis 

i 

Privy  Midden 

C 

Ash  Places 

Dustbins 

Bingley 

3446 

30 

335  ' 

22 

1 

429 

2403 

Cottingley 

606 

0 

5 ' 

2 

0 

10 

561 

Harden 

1 366 

0 

2 i 

19 

0 

0 

317 

Crossflats 

764 

5 

6 i 

1 

0 

^9 

517 

Mickle’ wte 

i 160 

' 0 

2 ' 

16 

0 

6 

53 

Culling’th 

' 403 

0 

5 

39 

13 

21 

450 

Gilstead 

1 263 

0 

0 ! 

1 

1 

0 

214 

Eldwick 

1 237 

0 

0 : 

44 

21 

i 0 

339  .. 

Wilsden 

775 

0 

4 ! 

36 

21 

29 

565 

Totals  ... 

7020- 

35 

1 

359 

180 

57 

544 

5419 

Drt^inage. 

During  tlie  year  17  new  drains  were  tested,  generally  by 
means  of  water  test.  All  were  approved.  91  old  drains  were 
examined  and  of  these  11  were  found  to  be  in  a defective 
condition. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  early  ])art  of  the-  year  the  nation  was  still 
at  war  and  there  was  a great  difficulty  in  maintaining  the 
lhd)lic  Cleansing  Service  due  to  shortage  of  labour  and 
transport.  Ily  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  the  labour  diffi- 
culties had  largely  disappeared  due  to  return  from  the 
services  of  some  of  the  regular  employees.  Although  the 
linancial  return  for  salvaged  materials  amounted  to  the 
gratifying  figure  of  £1,782  this  represents  a decline  of  £240 
on  the  previous  year’s  record.  The  chief  drop  occurred  on 
the  salvage  of  scrap  iron  and  metals.  The  low  prices  obtained 
f(jr  this  form  of  salvage  do  not  justify  much  effort  being 
cx])ended  in  its  recovery  now  that  the  urgent  need  for 
reclamation  of  scrap  metal  has  passed.  There  is  a very 
different  case,  however,  as  regards  other  forms  of  salvage, 
notably  waste  pai)er  and  kitchen  waste.  The  need  for  waste 
jiajier  is  as  great  as  ever  for  its  peacetime  uses  are  numerous. 
For  instance,  one  day’s  output  of  waste  paper  from  Ringley 
homes  would  produce  sufficient  plasterboard  for  the  ceilings 
of  12  new  houses.  It  would  make  18,000  breakfast  food 
cartons  or  12,000  sweet  boxes.  Yet  only  a fraction  of  the 
paper  and  cardboard  that  goes  into  our  home's  is  saved  for 
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salvage.  Tlie  rest  is  burnt  or  put  into  the  dustbin.  The 
shortage  is  so  acute  that  shipping  (which  might  be  used  to 
imi)ort  food)  is  bringing  in  cargoes  of  waste  paper  from 
Sweden.  Equally  serious  is  the  destruction  of  kitchen  \.  aste 
while  local  farmers  are  begging  for  increased  supplies  to 
feed  to  their  pigs.  Admittedly  the  war  time  system  of 
storage  in  a communal  bin  which  nobody  likes  is  a bad  one, 
and  if  salvage  of  kitchen  waste  is  to  become  a permanent 
responsibility,  (as  seems  likely),  then  every  house  should  be 
supplied  with  its  own  hygienic  container  and  some  more 
frequent  system  of  collection  be  introduced. 

The  shortage  of  glass  containers  has  stimulated  the 
market  for  bottles  and  jars  and  this  form  of  salvage  is  quite 
|)rofitable. 

In  their  own  interest  the  meml)ers  of  the  public  are 
urged  to  be  still  salvage  conscious  and  save  waste  paper, 
cardboard,  books,  kitchen  waste,  bones,  glass  ware,  and 
textiles.  By  so  doing  they  help  to  reduce  their  rates,  and 
stimulate  trade  and  general  prosperity. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  salvage  return  for  1945. 


Waste  Pa])er  * 196  tons  Textiles  8 tons 

Black  Sera])  14  tons  Bottles  and  Jars  8 tons 

Baled  Tins  22  tons  Gullet  6 tons 

Aluminium  4 cwt.  Manure  12  tons 

Copper  i cwt.  Kitchen  Waste  118  tons 

Brass  5 ^wt.  Bones  4 tons 

Lead  cwt. 


Value  £1,782.  Total  tonnage,  388  tons. 

The  district’s  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  tips  situate  at 
Dowley  Ca]),  Wilsden  and  Cullingworth.  These  are  of  the 
“ controlled  ” type  and  did  not  give  rise  to  any  com])laints 
during  the  year.  In  each  case  land  is  being  reclaimed  or 
levelled,  and  at  Dowley  Gap  it  is  interesting  to  see  cattle 
grazing  on  grass  and  clover  sown  down  on  the  town’s  dis 
ertrds. 

In  connection  with  Street  Cleansing  consideration  was 
given  to  the  adoption  of  a mechanical  sweeper.  It  is  very 
probable  that  such  a machine  will  be  ])urchased  in  1946,  and 
1 am  confident  that  it  will  be  a great  acquisition  to  the  area. 
The  mechanical  gulley  emptier  continued  to  give  g‘"-d 
service. 

The  staff  of  the  Cleansing  Dept,  is  as  follows:--- 


Refuse  Collectors  14 

Tip  Attendants  . 2 

Balers  and  Sorters  3 

Street  Orderlies  7 

Gulley  Emptier  Operatives  2 
Disinfector  1 
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Vehicles  include 

2 Dennis  Refuse  Collectors. 

1 Karrier  Bantam  Collector. 

1 Fordson  Lorry  (Kitchen  Waste  Collector). 

2 iiorses  and  Carts. 

1 Dennis  Gull}'  Emptier. 

7 Street  Orderly  Trucks. 

/ V/.'V/r  Conveniences. 

'Fherc  are  47  public  conveniences  in  the  district.  The<se 
;n  e cleansed  in  most  cases  at  daily  intervals.,  by  the  Street 
Orderlies.  Pilfering  of  the  coin  boxes  and  sheer  wanton 
damage  to  the  fittings  were  again  a source  of  trouble  and 
it  has  been  necessary  to  remove  most  of  the  coin  boxes  owing 
lo  continued  damage  to  same. 

P/wiic  Alori’/iary. 

15  bodies  were  received  into  the  public  mortuary  during 
during  the  year. 

(iii)  SaniUny  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

.\  tabulated  statement  of  the  work  carried  out  will  be 
found  on  ])ages  16  and  17.  This  covers  Offensive  Trades, 
lo'ictories,  Canal  P>oats,  etc. 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

The  inspection  of  sho])S  and  offices  as  regards  their 
sanitary  accommodation  was  largely  discontinued  during  the 
year.  25  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  hours  of 
closing  and  a number  of  small  contraventions  were  dealt 
with. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

Cam])ing  is  largely  confined  to  live  licensed  sites,  these 
being  dealt  with  under  the  licensing  provisions  contained  in 
the  Public  Health  Act.  1936.  Four  of  these  sites  have 
drainage  facilities. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  74  observations  were  made  of  factory 
chimneys,  and  these  shewed  that  excessive  black  smoke  was 
emitted  on  2 occasions.  Cautions  were  sent  to  the  firms 
concerned.  The  ])resent  difficulties  concerning  fuel  allotted 
r*)!-  industrial  pur])oses  tend  to  make  the  prevention  of  black 
.smoke  emission  more  difficult. 

(vii)  Eradication  of  Vermin. 

During  the  year  156  cases  of  Scabies  were  dealt-  with 
as  against  167  cases  for  the  corresponding  ])eriod  last  year. 
Steam  disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding  was  carried  out 
and  the  articles  dealt  with  comjirise  656  beds,  241  blankets, 
•111  pillows,  105  sheets,  6 bedspreads  and  1 carpet. 


There  were  very  ferv  cases  of  infestation  of  dwelling- 
houses  1)y  lied  bugs.  Furniture  and  belongings  of  prosiiective 
tenants  of  Council  houses  were  carefully  inspected  ..before 
removal  to  a Council  house.  Methods  of  disinfestation 
included  use  of  HCN  and  S02,  together  with  the  spraying 
of  inseeticides  such  as  Zaldecide,  Lawverckle,  Vermicine,  or 
]>I>T. 

Rodent  Deslruct'ion. 

In  connection  with  the  Rats  & Mice  (Destruction) 
Act,  1919  and  the  Infestation  Order,  .1943,  83  cases  of  infest- 
ations by  rodents  were  dealt  with.  Of  these  3 were  of  the 
“ reservoir  ” type,  1 was  a major  infestation  and  the  remain- 
ing 79  were  minor  in  character.  One  cwt.  of  sausage  rusk 
was  used  for  pre-!)aiting  and  as  a poison  Ixisc.  Arsenic  :ind 
Zinc  Phosphide  vccre  the  chief  poisoning  agents.  The  estim- 
ated numlicr  of  rats  killed,  based  on  the  actual  takes  of 
poison,  was  780. 

HOUSING. 

Little  housing  improvement  work  can  be  effected  until 
the  present  shortage  of  houses  is  largely  overcome  but  there 
is  much  to  do  in  dealing  with  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 
and  the  maintenance  of  property  in  as  reasonable  a condition 
as  iiossiblc.  823  inspections  were  made  in  this  connection 
and  arrangements  completed  for  a detailed  survey  of  the  area 
to  find  out  the  exact  amount  of  overcrowding.  This  latter 
survey  was  completed  during  the  early  months  of  1946. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

{a)  MHk  Supply. 

Bingley  is  one  of  the  larger  milk  producing  areas  of  the 
West  Riding.  There  are  over  2,;000  dairy  cows  and  91 
farms.  The  standard  of  milk  production  and  animal  health 
is  higli  and  47  of  the  largest  farms  i)roduce  “ Designated 
Milk,”  there  being  two  “ Attested  ” herds,  seven  “ T.T.” 
herds,  and  40  “ Accredited  ” herds. 

Needless  to  say  most  of  the  milk  consumed  in  Bingley 
comes  from  local  farms  and  is  generally  delivered  very  soon 
after  ])roduction.  The  consumer  being  in  direct  contact  with 
the  ]'roducer,  complaints  of  bad  keeping  cjuality  are  few  in 
number  and  there  is  a strong  public  antipathy  to  heat  treated 
milk.  However,  this  state  of  affairs  will  be  terminated  when 
the  Ministry  of  Food’s  declared  policy  is  carried  out  in  what 
may  be  the  very  near  future,,  and  all  supplies  other  than  those 
from  “ Attested  ” and  “ T.T.”  herds  will  be  bulked  together 
and  heat  treated.  Instead  of  supidying  his  own  produce  tlie 
producer  retailer  will  supply  a mixed  treated  milk  which  may 
have  travelled  a considerable  distance. 
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As  to  the  need  for  he;it  treatment  of  milk  consigned  to 
the  large  centres  of  population,  there  can  he  no  doubt,  it 
is,  however,  arguable  whether  there  is  anything  like  the  same 
need  for  treatment  of  milk  produced  on  the  doorstep  of  the 
smaller  towns  and  subject  to  close  supervision  and  frequent 
testing. 

1 have  urg'ed  as  many  farmers  as  ])ossil)le  to  obtain  their 
“ T.T.”  or  “ Attested  ” Licenses  and  so  escape  the  need  for 
compulsory  heat  treatment  of  their  milk.  Many  are  making- 
great  eff'()rts  to  do  so  but  few  are  in  such  a happy  position 
as  to  be  able  to  sell  off  their  old  stock  and  buy  in  a new 
.\ttested  herd.  The  general  practice  is  to  build  up  a disease 
free  herd  by  regular  use  of  the  Tuberculin  Test  and  segreg- 
ation of  young  stock  in  separate  buildings  and  separate 
y)astures.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  the  su])])ort  forthcoming 
from  the  Milk  Marketing  Ih)ard  in  connection  ^vith  the 
production  of  T.T.  milk,  and  I have  little  doubt  but  that  the 
])ublic, — once  its  freedom  of  choice  of  retailer  is  restored, — 
will  supy)ort  these  men,  too. 

276  cowshed  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and 
much  structural  imy^rovement  was  effected.  469  sam])lcs  of 
milk  were  taken  for  examination  by  the  Resazurin  Test  in 
connection  with  the  National  Milk  Testing  & Advisory 
Scheme.  Under  this  scheme,  your  Autlan-ity  acts  as  agent 
on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  carries  out  any 
necessary  advisory  work  consequent  ui)on  adverse  reports 
on  .samy)les. 

384  samples  or  82.1%  were  i)l<'icc(l  in  (drade  A,  46  or  9.7% 
in  (Irade  ]>,  and  8.2%,  in  Grade  C. 

Jn  addition  to  this  sampling  \vork..  64  further  samples 
were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  at  the  County 
Laboratory.  Of  these  59  wmre  satisfactory.  One  sample  of 
milk  was  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  and  w^as  favour- 
al)ly  reported  on. 

Probably  the  most  important  aspect  of  sampling  w^ork 
was  the  submission  of  72  sam])le.s  of  milk  for  examinaticvii 
as  to  the  ])resencc  of  T.B.  Only  two  samples  of  local  milk 
w'cre  i)ositive  but  three  samples  of  milk  i)roduced  outside 
the  area  were  unsatisfactory.  Immediate  steps  wmre  taken 
by  the  yXnimal  Mealth  Inspectorate  to  eliminate  the  animals 
concerned. 

Your  Inspector  continued  to  represent  the  West  Riding 
.Sanitary  Ins])ectors  on  the  Milk  Testing  Sub-Committee,  of 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  War  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee. 

Distribution  of  milk  in  Bingley  is  carried  out  by  48 
purveyors.  There  is  only  one  distributor  of  pasteurised  milk. 
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{U)  Aieat  and  other  Foods. 

95  visits  were  paid  to  fo(xl  shops,  farms  etc.  and  8 car- 
cases of  meat  were  inspected,  together  with  quantities  of 
other  lOodstulTs.  The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  was 
795  lbs. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Two  cases  of  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  during  the 
year,  both  being  concerned  with  a nuisance  from  storage  of 
l)ones.  Orders  to  abate  the  nuisance  were  made  and  fines 
imposed. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Ke- 


DivellhighoHses.  Inspeclious  hispccttous 

Inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 


Act,  1936  

17 

104 

Inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 

280 

403 

Inspected  re  verminous  condition 

34 

3 

Inspected  re  overcrowding  cases 

6 

13 

Houses  disinfested 

5 

Houses  disinfected 

54  . 

Schools  inspected 

3 

Infectious  cases  visited  

45 

Water  Closets  inspected 

53 

45 

Privy  Closets  inspected 

16 

16 

Pail  Closets  inspected 

12 

5 

Ash  Receptacles  inspected 

241 

142 

Plouses  of  proposed  tenants  of  Council 
Houses  inspected  re  vermin 

10 

Council  Houses  inspected  re  vermin 

14 

Requisitioning  Survey.  Plouses  visited 

37 

Dvdhiagc. 

Visits  to  work  in  progress 

...1 

28 

New  drains  ap])roved  after  test 

17 

Old  drains  tested  ...-  ... 

18 

Old  drains  found  defective 

11 

Old  drains  inspected 

73 

9 

Idumbing  work  inspected 

1 

Slaughterhouses. 

Visits  for  meat  inspection 

2 

Home  killed  carcases  inspected 

. . . 

8 

Ib)od  shops  and  preparation  premises 

visited 

. . . 

79 

6 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Cowsheds  inspected 

260 

IC) 

Dairies  inspected 

... 

139 

Interviews  re  repairs  to  sheds  ... 

4 

Advisorv  visits 

5 

IG 


Bakehouses. 


Xuniber  inspected  ... 

57 

Offensii'e  Tr.ides. 

Premises  inspected 

51 

1 

Smoke  Emission. 

Chimneys  observed 

74 

Factories. 

.Sanitary  accommodation  of  factories 

inspected 

15 

4 

Factories  inspected  ....  ...  ...i 

28 

2 

Water  Supply. 

domestic  services  examined 

13 

12 

Water  samples  obtained  ... 

16 

Visits  to  sources  

2 

Miscellaneous  Inspections. 

Canal  Boats  .... 

10 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  

8 

6 

Piggeries 

4 

Public  Conveniences  ...i  ...  ...i 

6 

13 

Salvage  Depots  and  Refuse  Tips 

113 

Rat  and  Mice  infested  premises 

34 

46 

Interviews  with  owners  and  contractors 

41 

Mortuary  ...  ..., 

1 

Ice  Cream  Manufactories 

20 

Visits  with  Surveyor 

1 

District  Inspection  ...  ...  ....  ...  . 

1 

1 

Shops  Act 

8 

5 

Preliminary  Notices  issued 

334 

Statutory  Notices  issued  ...  

64 

